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IL Group Launches SMCL Series RC-506E Single Minute Changeover Labeler

New no-part-change labeling system delivers faster changeovers, higher OEE, and improved operational efficiency for pharmaceutical manufacturers and CDMO environments.

Jersey City, NJ –IL Group, a specialist in multifunctional labeling solutions for the pharmaceuticals and healthcare sectors, has announced the launch of the SMCL Series RC-506E Single Minute Changeover Labeler, a next-generation pharmaceutical labeling solution designed to reduce changeover complexity, minimize downtime, and improve production efficiency through automated setup and no-part-change operation.

The newly released RC-506E is smaller and more versatile than the company’s RC-506, accommodating a broader range of container sizes and enabling frequent format changes and smaller-batch production. Designed for pharmaceutical manufacturers, clinical trial production, and CMO/CDMO operations, the RC-506E eliminates the need for replacement parts during product changeovers, which is one of the industry’s most time-consuming challenges. This makes it especially well-suited for investigational drug production and smaller-scale, flexible manufacturing environments.

Through an intuitive interface and automated setup, operators can complete format transitions in as little as 10 minutes while maintaining consistent labeling accuracy and performance. Engineered to maximize Overall Equipment Efficiency (OEE), the system reduces downtime, increases uptime, and supports high-quality output across pharmaceutical packaging operations.

“The RC-506E represents IL Group’s continued focus on solving real production bottlenecks within pharmaceutical manufacturing,” said Emilia Vitor, Group Marketing Manager at IL Group. “By removing replacement parts from the changeover process and automating critical setup functions, manufacturers can improve operational flexibility while reducing human error and increasing throughput.”

The RC-506E automates key labeling processes to deliver consistent, repeatable performance while minimizing manual intervention. By simplifying setup, the system helps operators avoid common changeover errors and supports reliable production in highly regulated environments.

Designed for vial applications, the labeler offers a processing capacity of up to 100 units per minute and supports container diameters ranging from 16.0 mm to 50.0 mm. Its compact footprint – 10’(L) × 8’(W) × 6’2” (H) - allows for efficient integration into existing pharmaceutical packaging lines.

For more information, visit: https://www.group-il.com/en/resources/labeling-machines/smcl/.
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[bookmark: _Hlk130995441]About IL Group
Based in Aichi, Japan IL Group is a total pharmaceutical packaging solution provider. The company provides precision, often customized labeling solutions for global pharmaceutical and healthcare companies. In addition to its advanced pharmaceutical labeling solutions, IL Group provides clinical trial services, contract packaging services, and a series of high-efficiency labeling machines. Its extensive portfolio includes ISO-compliant roll-on and shrink-tack labels featuring value-added benefits such as tamper evidence, protection against breakage, and light-shielding properties, as well as specialty constructions whose functions range from reliable adhesion in cryogenic applications to detachable elements for ease of medical recordkeeping. 

IL Group’s US entity, Iwata Label USA, combines elevated Japanese quality standards with a keen sense of North American market needs. In Japan, IL Group holds the predominant share of Japan’s pharmaceutical labeling market. Through its three-pole network in the US, Europe, and Japan, as well as various global partnerships, IL Group is poised for further growth and innovation. For more information, visit http://www.group-il.com/en.
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