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| was traveling to various parts of South and
East India in last few days. As always, the
experience from the ground was very
informative and useful. | have documented
all of them in my pictures and memories. It
reinforces the fact that what is visible in
corporate offices, conference rooms and
seminar halls, the ground reality is very
different and difficult. Farmers are getting
spurious pesticides, duplicate seeds and no
extension services at all. Farmers are selling
land to builders because agriculture is no
more sustainable in many parts of the
country. At the same time, no action plan is
visible to address these issues by farmer
friendly governments.

Tomato processing Industry is already on the
verge of closure due to cheap imported
tomato paste from China, but there is no
change in tomato sauce prices for
consumers.

We will also witness major changes in food
laws and a serious debate on food prices
and its impact on inflation. Please note that
this is an election year and government will
take some short term measures under
desperation to show its effectiveness. It is
difficult to forecast what will be these
measures. One such measure can be large
scale import of food items to keep the prices
low, irrespective of quality.

It appears that Government is planning to
make India a developed nation; this is the
first step because if it cannot provide basic
civic facilities and infrastructure at par with
developed nations, at least it can provide the
food for common man at the prices at which
it is sold in developed countries.

The taste of developed economy is in
offering!!!

- Vijay Sardana

FUNCTIONAL FOODS

A drink to turn on your
sex life

A new ‘energy’ drink containing an
array of natural herbs claims it can
help consumers improve their
performance in the bedroom.

It may not be the most romantic
Valentine’s Day present, but Turn On
Love Drink could at least increase
your chances of success, according to
producer Turn On Beverages. It has
just launched the drink in New York,
after developing the magic formula in
Austria.

The move is another example of how
the functional food and drink market is
expanding, but for regulators may
represent another sign that claims on
such products are getting out of
control.

Turn On claims to have found its sex
drive formula using a variety of potent
herbs, including Schizandra from
China and Guaran from South
Amercia, both long celebrated as
aphrodisiacs by locals.

The drink is packaged in Europe and
comes in an 8oz can, made by
Rexam. It contains a fiery heart on the
packaging to emphasise its, ahem,
energy-giving properties.

“TURN ON Love Drink is the answer
many have been looking for. Drinking
just one can provides a wonderful
effect, increasing sexual energy and
desire, while heightening the senses
and intensifying  pleasure,” said
Howard Hersh, president of Turn On
and who also appears to answer to
the name ‘love doctor’.

Officials at the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) may question
those love doctor credentials,
however.

Concerns have increased in recent
months about the number of food and
drink products available on the market
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and making uncertified claims. FDA
meetings on the issue late last year

identified drinks as a main problem
area.

Turn On Beverages says none of its
ingredients have been banned by the
FDA, although the watchdog does not
currently regulate the market for
herbal products.

What do you say?

Are we ready for similar launch in
India? My assumption is people
will import the product to test the
market.

Are we ready with customs duty
and testing facility at ports and
airports to handle such products so
that they do not contain banned
ingredients and safe for
consumers?

What is the legal status of such
drinks in India?

Do we have clear policy and
regulatory environment to permit
such products? Authorities will ask,
please provide the objective and
tangible technical data to prove
that these claims work in Indian
conditions? Who will provide the
evidence?

What will be the Ilabeling
requirements and product claims?

If consumers are not satisfied with
product performance, do we have
redressal mechanism?

What about Fruit juice or dairy
beverage fortified with Viagra?

| think time has come to think
about all possible combinations
because advancement in science
also brings new challenges for the
society. Human desires are
unlimited and everything is
possible in commercial world when
profit is the biggest driver for
corporate.

Do send your views and
comments to
arplindia@gmail.com.
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BUDGET & FOOD SAFETY

In India, Hygiene is taxed, but
Food safety remains top in
USDA budget proposal

The safety of America’s food
supply again remains a
government priority for next year,
according to details released from
the US Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) 2008 budget.

According to the USDA, the budget
reflects President Bush’s priorities to
encourage economic growth and
increase security, while also keeping
spending under control.

"The President's agriculture budget
provides important resources that are
necessary to promote economic
opportunities and to preserve our
commitment to our farmers, ranchers,
rural citizens, and families in need,"
said Agriculture Secretary Mike
Johanns.

"This budget aims to enhance our
country’'s  vibrant ag  economy,
advance renewable energy, protect
America's food supply, improve
nutrition and health, and conserve our
natural resources," he added.

Total USDA  expenditures are
estimated at $89 billion in 2008,
around the same level as 2007.
Roughly 75 percent of the budget, or
$67 billion, will be for mandatory
programs that provide services
required by law, which include many
of the nutrition assistance, commaodity,
export promotion and conservation
programs.

USDA's discretionary programs
account for the remaining 25 percent
of expenditures or $22 billion in 2008,
which is approximately the same level
as 2007. Discretionary programs
include the Women, Infants and
Children  (WIC) program, rural
development loans and grants, and
research and education.

The USDA's budget for food safety for
the year is set at a “record” level of
$1.1bn, in funding for the Food Safety
and Inspection Service (FSIS).

“This funding will ensure that the
demand for inspection is met and will
allow us to build on our success in
improving the safety of the food
supply. It will also strengthen the Food
Emergency Response Network. This
national network of food safety
laboratories increases the speed with
which we can detect and respond to
outbreaks of foodborne illness,” said
the agency.

The budget also includes $16m to
design a new poultry research facility
for conducting research on avian
diseases, as well as $82m to fund
ongoing avian influenza programs.

The budget also ‘“fully funds” the
expected requirements for USDA's
three major nutrition assistance
programs: Food Stamps, Child
Nutrition and WIC, which combined
account for over $56bn.

Food Stamp participation is projected
to decline from 26.3 million in 2007 to
26.2 million in 2008. The budget of
$37bn includes resources to fully fund
estimated Food Stamp participation,
said the USDA.

School Lunch participation is
estimated to reach 31.5 million
children each day. The budget

provides a $632m increase in Child
Nutrition Programs to accommodate

this need for a total budget of
$13.9bn.

WIC participation will grow to 8.3
million  participants per month,

according to the agency. The budget
proposes $5.5bn to support this level.

Other priorities for the USDA’s
agricultural  budget include the
development of renewable energy
resources, conservation  reserve
programs, farm support programs,
rural development and research
programs.
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Quiz for You

What is the budget for food safety
in India? Any guess. Can Finance
Minister or Planning Commission
answer this?

Lifeline: Ask Advisors to Prime
Minister & Planning Commission.

Clue: Sale of medicines and
healthcare services generate more
revenue for government than sale
of safe foods. Moreover, food
safety is an expense account in
government books.

FOOD RECALL

Consumers confused by
food safety recalls, study

finds
Federal warnings of a recall of
fresh bagged spinach were

effective in getting the message out
to consumers, but many others
were left confused afterwards,
according to a new study.

"However, fewer Americans were
aware of imcontaminated with E. coli
"As a result, the main public health
goal of the recall was met" said
William Hallman, director of Rutgers
University's Food Policy Institute.
"However, fewer Americans were
aware of important details related to
the recall. Many were confused about
the types of spinach affected, where it
was grown, the organism that caused
the contamination, the symptoms of
the resulting illness, and perhaps
most significantly, whether or not the
recall had ended."

The Rutgers study focused on the
September 2006 recall of spinach due
to contamination with E. coli.

The Rutgers researchers interviewed
a nationally representative sample of
1,200 Americans by telephone from
November 8 to 29, 2006. The results
of the nationwide telephone survey
describe the level of consumer
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awareness and knowledge of the
recall and foodborne illness, they say.
The results also provide insight into
consumer behaviour during the recall
and likely future behaviour in
response to the recall, Hallman said.

"Our survey not only provides data to
improve communications about future
food recalls, but also enables us to
explore how our systems might work
in the case of intentional food
contamination,” Hallman said.

The results of the Rutgers survey
show that the FDA's main message to
consumers warning that bagged fresh
spinach had been contaminated and
should not be eaten was heard by 87
per cent of Americans.

About 84 per cent of those who had
heard about the recall said that they
had also talked about it with others. In
addition, the data clearly indicate that
the majority of consumers stopped
eating spinach because of the recall.

While nearly 95 per cent of those who
had heard about the recall knew that
bagged fresh spinach had been
recalled, only about two-thirds, or 68
per cent, knew that loose fresh
spinach was also part of the recall.

However, they were confused about
the safety of frozen and canned
spinach during the recall. Only 57 per
cent knew that frozen spinach was not
affected by the recall, while 71 per
cent knew that the canned variety was
not.

About 52 per cent knew that the
contaminated spinach had been
grown in California. Only 52 per cent
could identify E. coli as the
contaminant that made people ill.

In addition, while 87 per cent correctly
recognized that abdominal cramps are

a common symptom of E. coli
infection, only about two-thirds
correctly  recognized  the key

symptom, bloody diarrhea. Instead,
Americans are more likely to
incorrectly associate the symptoms of
nausea and vomiting with an E. coli
infection.

Moreover, about three-quarters
incorrectly identified fever as a
symptom, and 22 per cent reported
that rashes were a symptom despite
the fact that they are not commonly
associated with any foodborne illness.

"Most Americans know little about the
symptoms of foodborne illnesses,"
said Hallman. "E. coli infections are no
exception."

Not everyone followed the FDA's
advice. About 13 per cent of those
who ate spinach before the recall
reported that they ate fresh spinach
during the recall, and 74 per cent of
them knew about the recall at the
time.

The study found that some Americans
went to the other extreme,
generalizing the warnings about
spinach to other similar foods.

Nearly one-fifth of those aware of the
recall said they stopped buying other
bagged produce. In addition, nearly
half reported that the spinach recall
caused them to wash their food more
thoroughly.

"Clearly, the recall had a bigger effect
on the public than just throwing away
a few bags of spinach," Hallman
concluded. "Consumers confidence in
the safety of other produce seems to
have been affected."”

While almost all of those surveyed got
the initial message that they should
not eat fresh spinach, less of them got
the message that it is safe to eat it
again.

As of November 2006, 13 per cent
believed that it was still in effect, and
18 per cent said they did not know if it
was still ongoing.

About 44 per cent of spinach-eaters
who knew about the recall said that
they were already eating spinach
again and 47 per cent said they may
go back to eating spinach, many
within the next several months. About
5 per cent of spinach-eaters who were
aware of the recall said that they will
never go back to eating the green
again.
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The Food Policy Institute is a research
unit of Rutgers, in New Jersey. Every
year, the Food and  Drug
Administration issues dozens of food-
related recalls, withdrawals and
advisories, but few received the
attention that the one regarding E.coli-
contaminated spinach received in
September 2006, the  Rutgers
researchers said.

With the broad scale of the resulting
recall and related media attention, the
researchers decided to use the event
as a means of studying the system.

Food Recall in India

It appears that India produces the
safest food products on the earth
that is why we never issued any food
recall ever for any food item. There
was no need to have food recall
system under the food laws in the
country.

In fact, Government of India has
stopped recruiting people to inspect
and ensure food safety in the
country. Our quarantine stations are
unmanned or understaffed because
food safety, bioterrorism and exotic
pests and disease are not a national
priority. It appears that we have too
much population and feeding unsafe
food can be one way to control
population growth.

If this is not true, in that case, why
food safety departments and
qguarantine departments are not
given due support by policy makers
in India.

Why officials of these departments
are not made accountable for unsafe
food available in market under their
jurisdiction?

Why there is no transparency about
consignments inspected, detained
and destroyed by the authorities in
various cities, ports and airports.
Government can post weekly status
reports on website like EU Food
Alerts.
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Right to Information &
GMOs: The debate is ON.
Watch the Action...

Hungary confident on
retaining GMO ban

The Hungarian government is
confident it will be allowed to retain
a ban on a genetically modified
maize crop approved for feed use
in the European Union, when the
issue - which could have
significant affects for the wider
food industry - is debated later this
month.

Speaking at a news conference ahead
of the talks, Hungary's state secretary
Kalman Kovacs announced that there
was sufficient anti-GM feeling within
the EU to ensure support for the
country’s stand.

"We hope that after the lobbying of
recent weeks and knowing the
development of EU countries’ opinion
it will be possible to preserve the ban,"
he said.

The latest EU GMO debate, to be held
on 20 February, will aim to discuss a
number of issues regarding the use of
scientifically altered crops within both
food, and non-consumables
production.

Of particular concern is the possibility
that the EU may impose a draft order
for Hungary to lift its objection to US
producer Monsanto’'s MON 810 maize
seeds- already in use elsewhere in
the bloc.

According to Robert Fridrich of
environmental group Friends of the
Earth Hungary, that the ban will be
vital to protecting the future of the
Hungarian food industry for both
processors and producers.

“Hungary is the second biggest corn
feed producer in Europe and
Hungary’s reputation as a GMO free
country is very important to this,” he
said.

“The European public is very much
against the use of GMO products,
which gives Hungary a massive
advantage in the market place.”

As well as the possible costs to the
reputation of the country’s products,
Fridrich added that the economic
upheavals of adopting GMO’s would
also have a negative impact on the
industry. “To incorporate  GMO
production would not just require a
wealth of costly legislative measures,
but additional laboratory taxes for
any company or producing wishing to
use the products.”

With these factors considered,
Fridrich also remains confident that
the ban will remain in place.

“When looking back at earlier
debates over GMO ssue in
September 51 per cent were in favour
of the ban,” he said.

‘By December during a similar
discussion over an Austrian GMO
ban, two thirds were in support and as
such come 20 February, we are quite
sure that Hungary will receive
necessary support.”

Despite this confidence, not all are
happy with the country’'s anti-GM
stance. Critics of the ban suggest that
possible EU reluctance to the use of
GMO’'s could hold back food
industries in developing markets in
Eastern Europe.

Prof. Dr Marc Van Montagu of the
Institute of Plant Biotechnology for
Developing Countries, suggested that
anti-GM sentiment was too often
based on fear, than scientific fact.

‘I am convinced that most people's
attitudes are changing fowards the
use of GMO's in the food industry,” he
said. Adding: ‘the industry is seeing
past the ‘Frankenstein foods' image
and is now beginning to realize there
are no rational arguments for not
using GMQ's in food production.”
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Express Yourself...

Let us closely monitor this debate on
GMOs. Meanwhile let us also debate
whether consumers should have the
right to know what they are eating or
not? Labeling also serves the
constitutional obligation i.e. “Right to
Information”.

Should we exercise this right or not?
You have to decide. If you will not
react, someone else will decide on
your behalf. Keeping quite is not an
answer in today’s world.

Your personal opinion can be different
than your organization’s policy and
objectives.

So, Express Yourself.
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